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both the High Churchmen and the Noncon-
formists, and thus rendered possible the reforming
of the Liberal Party and the " creation of a
public opinion.55 But Gladstone had in no way
contributed to the excitement save by the publica-
tion of Bulgarian Horrors in September 1876, and
the immense sale of this pamphlet was rather a
proof of the excitement already created. In his
diary we see that he is amazed at the violence of
public opinion, aroused without his ever being on
the stump.1 For the first few months, indeed,
Gladstone was busy " catching up/3 We may
admit that he caught up very quickly3 and brought
off his third successful attempt to " create a
public opinion." By the time the Treaty of
Berlin was signed in 1878, he may be said to have
won oil the main issue, for the DisraeE Cabinet
was divided and the treaty recognised most of
what Gladstone had striven for. But a larger
issue loomed ahead-the whole question of
imperialism, the raising of which entailed a fur-
ther consequence extremely damaging to Glad-
stone's subsequent efficiency as Prime Minister -
his quarrel with the Court.
Gladstone having got the Cabinet on the run,
did not give it time for breath. At the age of
seventy his vitality was as great as ever, and, by
the force of his personality and by his excellent
strategical position, he was able single-handed to
restore for the moment the unity of the party.
1 Lord Gladstone, After Thirty Tears, pp. 129-131.